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TWENTY COUPLES

“I am going to pray that my wife and I invite and register
20 couples to attend the Sacramento Weekend to
Remember getaway” Pastor Raud (pronounced Rod)
announced.
Bev and I were sitting across the table from him at a
Starbucks coffee shop in Milpitas, CA. We initially met
him and his wife, Maricar, at the Burlingame Weekend to
Remember last April. This time, we were meeting with
him to discuss how we could equip his church to have a
vibrant marriage ministry. Pastor Raud shared that this
ministry is so very important because strong families
mean a strong church. And to have a strong family, you
need to preserve oneness in marriage.
As I sat there listening to Pastor Raud, I sensed that God
was up to something, but I didn’t know what it was.
Pastor Raud then said that he was going to bring 20
couples to the Sacramento getaway! He also shared that
he was looking for alternative housing during the
weekend to cut costs for the Filipino families.
When Bev and I returned home that night, I felt like we
needed to be a part of this somehow. I contacted one of
our ministry partners and shared the story of Pastor
Raud and asked if they would pay for one night for the
twenty couples. Our partners said yes!
When we shared with Pastor Raud how we wanted to a
part of what he was doing, he was very excited because
the couples would be able to stay at the conference
hotel and have a great experience. Pastor Raud has
already registered 15 couples and is working on the last
5!

September was filled with
training volunteers in the Bay
area, as well as meeting with
area pastors here in the
Sacramento area. We are
excited over the enthusiasm of
seeing how ministering to
families not only strengthens
the couple/family, but also the
church and community. It
provides an excellent
opportunity for couples to
share hope and healing to
those in their corner of the
world.

Training class in Redwood City, CA

We have been also invited to be table leaders in our church’s Marriage Enrichment class.
We’ve never seen this much excitement for a twice-a-month marriage class—400 people
attending! As table leaders, we help facilitate the table discussions and keep everyone
updated on events and happenings with the class and the couples at our table. What’s also
very exciting is that they will have a special “Blended Family” night to minister to the
specific and unique issues blended families face. This will not only be open to our church
families, but we will be inviting the community as well.
Bev and I are so blessed to have almost all of our kids come out and see us, and even some
of the siblings! It has been fun getting to see thestate and discover new things. We look
forward to more this next year. If you’re in the area, please let us know. We’d love to see
you.

Please pray for:



John has a torn meniscus and is scheduled for surgery Oct 14th. We’d love to see God
heal his knee supernaturally. Either way, we pray he will be healed quickly.



Our upcoming Sacramento Weekend to Remember getaway, Dec 16-18. This is a busy
time of year, so please pray that couples that need to be there will make the sacrifice
to attend. Pray for the needed volunteers to be raised up to invite others to invest in
their marriage.

Let’s give God all the glory for the fire he is starting in
Milpitas and other cities in the Bay area!
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